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have usurped their position in the Moslem world. A
more complete discussion of the relations between these
two races is given in the chapter on The Arab Question.
Besides these varied races native to the Near East,
there are also many European peoples represented within
the Turkish State—English, French, German, Austrian,
Italian, Bussian, Hellenic Greeks, etc. A certain
number of these, the issue of families settled for a long
time in the East, have lost practically all the physical,
intellectual, and moral qualities of their racial heritage,
the language of which frequently they cannot speak.
They have intermarried with the non-Moslem minorities,
especially with the Greeks. They constitute the distinct
people commonly known as the Levantines. In speaking
of these people, many of whom are worthy citizens, any
generalization is difficult. A former British ambassador,
Sir Charles Eliot, (1) wrote: "The word Levantine is
not considered complimentary, and I use it reluct-
antly, but for the very good reason that it denotes
a definite type, and that there is no synonym. The
fact is that the name does not exactly suggest honest
and honorable dealings. Courts and Imperial cities do
not tend to develop the rugged and sterling virtues, but
rather encourage diplomacy and the arts of pleasing,
For many centuries before the Turkish conquest the
Greeks had been characterized by astuteness rather than
heroism, and probably the Byzantium of the Angeli and
Palseologi was in essential much like Pera to-day. But
it cannot be denied that the Turkish conquest intensified
all the faults of the inhabitants. They had to learn sub-
serviency, not only to an emperor but to a governing
class of scornful aliens. The only road to power and
prosperity lay in pleasing and flattering the Turks. The
latter, with their incapacity for administration and com-
merce, required continual assistance; but they continually
let the Christian know that, though he might be intel-

